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at home and abroad over the past several
years, we must ensure that law enforcement
authorities have the legal tools and resources
they need to fight terrorism. The
Antiterrorism Amendments Act of 1995 will
help us to prevent terrorism through vigor-
ous and effective investigation and prosecu-
tion. Major provisions of this Act would:

• Permit law enforcement agencies to gain
access to financial and credit reports in
antiterrorism cases, as is currently permitted
with bank records. This would allow such
agencies to track the source and use of funds
by suspected terrorists.

• Apply the same legal standard in na-
tional security cases that is currently used in
other criminal cases for obtaining permission
to track telephone traffic with ‘‘pen registers’’
and ‘‘trap and trace’’ devices.

• Enable law enforcement agencies to uti-
lize the national security letter process to ob-
tain records critical to terrorism investiga-
tions from hotels, motels, common carriers,
storage facilities, and vehicle rental facilities.

• Expand the authority of law enforce-
ment agencies to conduct electronic surveil-
lance, within constitutional safeguards. Ex-
amples of this increased authority include ad-
ditions to the list of felonies that can be used
as the basis for a surveillance order, and en-
hancement of law enforcement’s ability to
keep pace with telecommunications tech-
nology by obtaining multiple point wiretaps
where it is impractical to specify the number
of the phone to be tapped (such as the use
of a series of cellular phones).

• Require the Department of the Treas-
ury’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire-
arms to study the inclusion of taggants (mi-
croscopic particles) in standard explosive de-
vice raw materials to permit tracing the
source of those materials after an explosion;
whether common chemicals used to manu-
facture explosives can be rendered inert; and
whether controls can be imposed on certain
basic chemicals used to manufacture other
explosives.

• Require the inclusion of taggants in
standard explosive device raw materials after
the publication of implementing regulations
by the Secretary of the Treasury.

• Enable law enforcement agencies to call
on the special expertise of the Department

of Defense in addressing offenses involving
chemical and biological weapons.

• Make mandatory at least a 10-year pen-
alty for transferring firearms or explosives
with knowledge that they will be used to
commit a crime of violence and criminalize
the possession of stolen explosives.

• Impose enhanced penalties for terrorist
attacks against current and former Federal
employees, and their families, when the
crime is committed because of the employ-
ee’s official duties.

• Provide a source of funds for the digital
telephony bill, which I signed into law last
year, ensuring court-authorized law enforce-
ment access to electronic surveillance of
digitized communications.

These proposals are described in more de-
tail in the enclosed section-by-section analy-
sis.

The Administration is prepared to work
immediately with the Congress to enact
antiterrorism legislation. My legislation will
provide an effective and comprehensive re-
sponse to the threat of terrorism, while also
protecting our precious civil liberties. I urge
the prompt and favorable consideration of
the Administration’s legislative proposals by
the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 3, 1995.

Proclamation 6795—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 1995
May 3, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Like so many people of this Nation, Ameri-

cans of Asian and Pacific ancestry enjoy dual
heritage—the great cultures of the lands of
their forebearers and the rich traditions of
liberty and equality cherished by the United
States. Bringing new values and customs to
these shores, Asian and Pacific Americans
have immeasurably enriched the quality and
character of this country. In every field of
endeavor, in public and private sector alike,
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they have endowed our Nation with unparal-
leled energy and vision.

We owe a debt of gratitude to these Amer-
icans, both for the gift of their talents and
for helping us build bridges of understanding
to their ancestral lands in the Pacific Com-
munity—bridges that help our economies to
grow and that widen the path to peace.

Today, our Nation stands at the dawn of
a new era of hope and opportunity. We de-
pend as never before on the active involve-
ment of every one of our people to meet the
challenges of our changing world. With the
strength of our diversity and a continued
commitment to the ideal of freedom, all
Americans will share in the blessings of the
bright future that awaits us.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pa-
cific Americans and to recognize their many
contributions to our Nation, the Congress,
by Public Law 102–450, has designated the
month of May as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1995, as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this occasion with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:26 p.m., May 3, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 4, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 5.

Interview With Laurie Montgomery
of the Detroit Free Press and
Angie Cannon of Knight Ridder
May 4, 1995

The President. Hello.
Ms. Cannon. Good morning, Mr. Presi-

dent.

The President. Good morning. How are
you?

Ms. Cannon. Good, how are you doing?
The President. Great.
Ms. Montgomery. Good morning, Mr.

President. My name is Laurie Montgomery.
I’m a reporter with the Detroit Free Press.
And I’m going to be asking you most of the
questions this morning. I have some that I
think are real important to Michigan right
now. Could I go ahead?

The President. Sure, have at it.
Ms. Montgomery. All right. I’ve got three

related to the Oklahoma City tragedy, and
one about trade talks with Japan. And then
we’ve got a few other ones if there’s time.

The President. Okay.

Militia Groups
Ms. Montgomery. So, first, in the wake

of the bombing, you’ve proposed to expand
the FBI’s power to investigate terrorist,
groups by using standards that determine
when a group or individual becomes an ap-
propriate target for surveillance. Tomorrow
you’re heading to Michigan, home of the
Michigan Militia. I was wondering how dan-
gerous you consider the militia movement.
And from what you know now, does it cur-
rently present an appropriate target for FBI
surveillance?

The President. Well, first of all, I think
it’s important not to generalize. I think it’s
important not to generalize. We need to look
at the facts of each one. But let me tell you,
when I was the Governor of my State, as you
know, for 12 years before I became Presi-
dent, and in the early eighties, we had the
first wave of these groups coming to Arkan-
sas. And I will give you three examples of
what happened, where I judged each on the
facts.

First, we had the tax resistor, Gordon
Calder, who killed two people in North Da-
kota and wounded three others and took the
position that he had a right to live in this
country and not pay taxes. And he killed the
sheriff, who was a very good friend of mine
in Arkansas when they tried to arrest him.
He presented a threat to the United States.
And he—of course, he was subsequently
killed there in a shoot-out.
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